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POLITICAL IDEOLOGY 

Statement by Member for Mount Lawley 

MR S.A. MILLMAN (Mount Lawley) [12.28 pm]: Around the world we are seeing the rise of demagogues. 
Historically, demagoguery has led to tremendous suffering. Their supporters are encouraged to intimidate, to 
demean and to drive to the margins. We see it in people like Pauline Hanson and Fraser Anning. We see it in 
people like Rod Culleton, whose thugs show no compunction about standing over septuagenarians. We see it in 
Clive Palmer, with whom the Liberal Party has now done a dodgy preference deal. We should be able to say 
that all parties of government, the major parties in this country, are free from such destructive elements. Sadly 
it is not so. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Members, I will hear this in silence. We have only a certain amount of time. Keep going, 
member for Mount Lawley. 

Mr S.A. MILLMAN: Demagogues replace thoughtful expertise with mob rule. Tony Abbott recently took aim at 
the role of expertise in formulating public policy. He criticised expert opinion on power generation, on 
contributions to climate change and on ways to tackle environmental emergencies. This attack on expertise is 
a perfect example of the craft of demagoguery from one of the loudest voices in the Liberal Party. Right now, there 
is a battle for the soul of the Liberal Party.   

Several members interjected. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Member for Dawesville, I call you to order for the first time.  

Mr S.A. MILLMAN: This battle is held in abeyance only in the hope they can fool voters long enough to win 
another term in federal government. 

Point of Order 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Mr Speaker, these are 90-second statements and they should be heard without interruption. 

The SPEAKER: I have just said that. Anyone who interjects again gets called. Finish it please, member for 
Mount Lawley. 

Statement Resumed 

Mr S.A. MILLMAN: Just ask the Leader of the Opposition here in Western Australia, whose downward spiral is 
reaching terminal velocity. It seems the far right is ever closer to securing a compliant leader of the state’s 
Parliamentary Liberal Party. This chaos could be dismissed if the consequences of a win by these forces of the far 
right were not so serious for our society. I hope Australians will reject their hatefulness and we can spend the years 
to come healing the wounds inflicted by those who dwell on the far fringes of Australian political ideology.  
 


	POLITICAL IDEOLOGY
	Statement by Member for Mount Lawley


